
CONTACT DETAILS 
 
Reverend Susan H Pulko     07946 703083. 

      s.h.pulko@emeritus.hull.ac.uk. 

Bulletin Editor Ken Franks benefice-bulletin@kgfranks.karoo.co.uk 

 

Hedon   

Church Warden  Carol Gronous  01482 896680 

    Warren Branton  07749 470401 

PCC Secretary  Sheena Bayliss  01482 897645 

     sheena @thetrackside.karoo.co.uk. 

PCC Treasurer  vacant  

Tower Captain  Paul Franzen.  07973748903 

Handbell Ringers  Keith Everingham    01482 899020 

Mothers’ Union       Dot Jessop   01482 897786 

 
Paull    standrewpaull.wordpress.com 

Church Warden  vacant 

PCC Secretary  Mandy Annison  01964 626115 

        tobypaull@aol.com 

Wifi /other enquiries Mandy Annison      - see above 

PCC Treasurer  Jim Lowde              07976 762198 
Health walks            Kay Burn                01964 626228 
Car boot sale             Mandy Annison      - see above 
 
Sproatley   spanglefish.com/stswithinschurchsproatley 
Church Wardens     Liz Holt                   01482 814188 

                                Herbert Harper        01482 811316 

PCC Secretary        Anne Garton   01482 814027 

PCC Treasurer        Denise Wilson         01482 817887 

 

Preston 
Church Wardens     John Myers   01482 896631 

                                Andy Ferguson   01482 890538 

PCC Secretary        Pat Ferguson           01482 890538 

PCC Treasurer        Jenny Dimishky       01482 897650 
 
Bulletin Distributors      

Hedon         Margaret Charles  01482 898642 

Paull            Ann Sleight   01482 896458 

Preston        John Myers   01482 896631 

Sproatley      Liz Holt   01482 814188 
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The Benefice of Hedon, Paull, Sproatley and Preston 

Benefice Bulletin 



I recently read, online, the obituary of Tony Thornton- yes, he of Thornton’s 

chocolates. It resonated with me for two reasons. Firstly, I love Thornton’s 

chocolates and, secondly, my first husband and I very nearly bought a two-up-two-

down in Belper when we got married, and just down the road was the Thornton’s 

factory. You could smell the chocolate in the air! 

As a young man, Tony had li$le choice but to join the s%ll rela%vely small family firm 

along with his brothers, though he would have liked either to go to university or to 

become a pilot in the RAF. There’s no doubt that Tony was a success in the 

chocolate business and, under his guidance as chairman, Thornton’s flourished and 

was ul%mately floated on the stock market to become the company we know 

today. His business mind and his management skills were very much to the fore. 

However, he always had a yen to lead a different life, and re%red at 55 to do just 

that. 

In his re%rement Tony gave free rein to his ar%s%c sensi%vity and aesthe%c 

apprecia%on, and he became a patron of the arts. His par%cular focus was music 

and theatre (his MBE was for services to music in Yorkshire) though he also 

supported the Charles Dickens museum in London, and devoted a lot of %me to 

researching the author’s life. 

At first, I was sad that Tony had been forced into a lifestyle that wasn’t really what 

he wanted, and felt that his early life had almost been wasted. Then, I read the 

responses to the obituary. There were loads of them, and just about equally split 

between those who appreciated Tony’s work in and for the arts, and those who 

sang the praises of all he’d done to make Thornton’s such a good employer and its 

chocolates so delicious. Some even hinted that the chocs didn’t taste the same a5er 

he’d re%red! It seems that neither phase of Tony’s life had been wasted in any 

sense. 

Why am I telling you all this? Well, because I think it illustrates an interes%ng point. 

Most of us think of ourselves as pre$y simple and fixed in who we are, what we do 

and what we’re like. But we all have aspects of ourselves that haven’t yet 

flourished, and some%mes we don’t even know they’re there. God calls us to 

different roles and ac%vi%es at different stages of our lives, and we can make 

valuable contribu%ons to his plans, and to the joy of human life, at any %me or any 

age. In many ways, the experiences and resources we gather during the early part 

of our lives can help to underpin our work in later phases. 

As we emerge (soon, I hope!) from the Covid pandemic with all the related stresses 

and restric%ons, our world will be dis%nctly different. Each of us has the 

opportunity to enter a new phase of life and to let a new aspect of ourself 

dominate. Tony let different aspects of himself dominate at different %mes in his 

life, and he gave pleasure to others in both phases. Which aspect is God wan%ng 

you to allow to dominate in our new and different world? 

Benefice Services. 

7th March 

9-30am Holy Communion at Hedon 

10-00am Morning Prayer at Sproatley 

11-30am Holy Communion at Preston 

14th March- Mothering Sunday 

9-30am Morning Prayer at Hedon 

10-00am Holy Communion at Sproatley 

11-30am Morning Prayer at Preston 

21st March 

9-30am Holy Communion at Hedon 

10-00am Morning Prayer at Sproatley 

11-30am Holy Communion at Preston 

28th March- clocks change 

9-30am Holy Communion at Hedon 

10-00am Morning Prayer at Sproatley 

11-30am Holy Communion at Preston 

6-30pm Evening Prayer at Paull 

4th April- Easter Sunday 

9-30am Holy Communion at Hedon 

10-00am Morning Prayer at Sproatley 

11-15am Holy Communion at Paull 

11-30am Morning Prayer at Preston 

11th April 

9-30am Morning Prayer at Hedon 

10-00am Morning Prayer at Sproatley 

11-30am Morning Prayer at Preston 

6-30pm Evening Prayer at Paull. 

Holy Week. 

Monday 29th March 5-30pm Evening Prayer at Hedon 

Tuesday 30th March 5-30pm Evening Prayer at Preston 

Wednesday 31st March 5-30pm Evening Prayer at Sproatley 

Thursday 1st April 5-30pm Holy Communion at Hedon 

Friday 2nd April 2-00pm Good Friday service at Hedon, 

6-00pm Evening Prayer at Paull 

Saturday 3rd April, 7-30am Easter Vigil at Hedon 


