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The Easter Story  
 

It was the extra-ordinary among the ordinary.  
We gathered on the grass between the church and the                   

car-park to witness Jesus’ arrest, we saw his trial and                       
encounter with Herod in people’s gardens, remarkably 
fierce-looking Roman soldiers herded us along Ivy Land 

and into the  Market Place, where some passers-by seemed                
to think of the whole thing as a bit of a nuisance.                                               

Then it was into the churchyard for the crucifixion.  
By that time it was getting distinctly chilly, and my  

thoughts were turning to coffee. It seemed like a long time  
before Mary Magdalene appeared to meet the risen Jesus.                                                                                          

I felt a bit bad about that, to be honest- letting my thoughts wander, and moaning, albeit inwardly, 
about the cold. But that’s how things would have been 
two thousand years ago.                                                                                   

The whole drama of Jesus’ arrest, trial and   execution 
took place in a very  ordinary way.                               

The Israelites were used to crucifixions-                                     
they happened quite often- the crowds were a nuisance 

to people wanting to get on with the normal business 
of their lives, the  condemned really did lug their        
crosses straight past people’s houses, and the weather, 

no doubt, was either too hot or too cold most of the 
time, and this would have made things even more distressing for friends of the victims who had come 

to offer what support they could: God’s great sacrifice to humanity 
happening as part of ordinary life, and most people would  have                    

noticed.  Makes you think about the everyday things of life and                                       
how significant they can really be, doesn’t it?  
God’ s extra-ordinary right here in the ordinary!     

 
         
 
              Rev. Dr Susan Pulko                         

Welcome to the relaunched South Holderness Deanery Newsletter.  We hope you will find it  both interesting and useful.                                       
We rely on you to send us information of events in your Benefice so that we can keep the calendar up to date.                                                        

If you would like to send in any contributions, details of events and photos (jpeg files please)                                                                                    
for the next issue in September please email shdnews4@gmail.com  



    

Deanery Synod! 
 

No, don’t stop reading!   

Deanery Synod is important to you and to your church, so read on. 
 

Deanery Synod is the local link in the Church of England’s communication chain – General,                        
Diocesan, Deanery – and every parish is entitled to have at least one representative on it.  Do you 

know who yours is? Ask your church warden if you don’t. 
 
The Deanery Synod meets 3 or 4 times a year with a mixture of business and information                     

giving on the agenda.  So Synod gets a report at every meeting of what the                                         
Deanery Leadership Team has been up to, and gives it instructions.                                                                   

But it also showcases a big topic at each meeting –                                                                                     
Finance at the one on 20th June at Sproatley, and the work being done with the 20’s to 40’s age 

group on 17th October at Elsternwick. 
 
The big piece of work Synod and the Leadership Team have been grappling with for some time now 

is the preparation of the Deanery’s Mission and Ministry Plan. 
That is now complete, and Synod has decided which strands of work we should concentrate on in 

the first year of the Plan’s life: 
 

• Moving to Growth – Encouraging family friendly outreach initiatives in each benefice. 
• Supporting Each Other – Developing the prayer life of the Deanery. 
• Reaching people – Taking Christian care and concern and the gospel to all areas of the Deanery. 

 
And you will hear more about those developments shortly. 

 
When Synod has to make a formal decision, only Synod members can vote, but apart from that, 

every Synod meeting is open to any and every church member to attend.  And that means YOU! 
You can play a part in shaping the life of the church in this Deanery, and it is vital that you do. 
Come and see! It can be fun!      

Andrew Pate—Lay Dean  

 

Special Deanery Service Sunday 29th September 2019 

There will be a special Deanery Eucharist Service on Sunday 29th September 10.30am at Patrington Church,  

This will be the only service in the Deanery that day.  

The theme will be Francis, Friend of the Earth ( his feast day is October 3rd.) 

We want people to take part creatively in the worship and so we shall be putting out further publicity soon about 

how you can be involved in the preparations.  As well as the choir taking part we hope to hold workshops for 

those who would like to be involved in any of the following :                                                                

Music group, Prayer and Intercessions, Drama, A Banner and Dramatic Reading.   

Rev. Susan Walker, Dean  



 

“Sleeping in hedge bottoms and wading through wheat!” 

A journey of prayer.  
 
“Would you like me to say a prayer for you now?” I asked the couple enjoying a post lunch 
drink at their local pub. 
 
“Why not?” replied the man I had met a just few moments before. 
 
It was the last day of my prayer walk round the 23 churches of South Holderness Deanery.                 
As their Deanery Priest, this was my response to “Thy Kingdom Come”, the worldwide                  
movement of prayer from Ascension to Pentecost. 

 
For those 11 days I walked 120 miles between and around the parishes. It was personally a 
deeply challenging experience. Walking on my own between parishes, as well as singing praises 
and giving thanks for the beauty of field, flower, sea, sky, I brought to God things troubling me 
and discovered that walking in prayer is a powerful way of making retreat. I found resolution 
or a strengthening of my will to face my sins or difficulties. 
 
At each parish I prayed with church members in the church, using the Daily Office booklet                          

provided for the occasion and singing to a portable bluetooth speaker.   I then invited church 
members to accompany me round the parish and pray with me. 
 
Even though I knew the villages and the 2 towns, I kept seeing so many small housing estates I 
had not noticed before, and daily these “fields ripe for the harvest” grew in number. 
 
I told strangers I met what I was doing, and, either with or without the prior arrangement of the 
church visited various places, told them the story and asked if they would like prayer there and 

then. Most agreed and were grateful, far more than I had anticipated, so I prayed for dozens of 
people on streets, in shops, pubs, cafes, and schools, or I simply walked round praying for the 
folk who lived and worked in the homes, farms, and places I passed. 
 
I occasionally laid hands on the sick or troubled, and once on a village’s favourite chestnut tree 
with disease in its bark, though not on the patients at a hedgehog hospital I prayed for.                                    
I had several opportunities to share and discuss faith with people I met. 
 

As well as those who replied to my question “Would you like me to pray for you, now?” with                             
enthusiasm: “Oh yes, please”, or with hesitation: “If you want to”, there were several “Why 
nots?” from the ones who confessed to have no faith or “religion” and yet were touched, by the 
Spirit I think, to make a small step of faith by allowing a stranger to pray for them. 
 
I am left with those two words. After my experience, I wonder if I should focus my ministry on 
prayer with strangers. It seems so challenging, and yet: Why not? 
 

Rev. Philip West   

 

 

If you’re too busy to pray, you’re too busy!  



    

 

“Open the Book” in Hedon and Patrington Benefices  

 
St Swithin’s Church, together with four members from the Holderness Community Church which 
meets in Sproatley, has an Open the Book team which goes into Sproatley C of E Academy once a 

month to act out Bible stories.                  
We have great fun doing this and the children love it.            

 
We have recently told the story of Moses leading the Israelites out of Egypt and crossing the Red Sea.  

Several children eagerly took part as the Israelites making “The Great Escape” and as soldiers in the 
Egyptian army giving chase; other children looked on and then took great delight in bringing the wa-
ters back together to drown Pharaoh and his army!     

 
This is a really worthwhile venture and the stories are told in a very simple and straightforward man-

ner from the Lion Storyteller Bible; full instructions and guidance are provided in the accompanying 
handbook.  The sessions themselves last no more than around ten minutes; the greatest time invest-

ment is in making props and costumes to bring the stories alive but that can be a lot of fun too. 
 
Easington too, have  formed a successful "Open the Book" team in conjunction with Denise Creed,         

the Methodist Deacon from Withernsea and two members of Patrington Church.  Patrington School 
asked if it was not too late to join in, after we started, so all in all we will have completed  eighteen 

collective worship sessions in the two church schools by the time school breaks up for the summer. 
 

If you would like to bring Open the Book to a school near you please visit the                                               
Open the Book website (part of The Bible Society):                                                                           

https://www.biblesociety.org.uk/get-involved/open-the-book/ 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Denise Wilson and Lois Rutter  



 

Looking Back in Keyingham  
 
 
The 75th Anniversary Commemorative D-Day Service, conducted by Rev'd Carol Fisher-Bailey,                          
at St Nicholas, Keyingham, included patriotic hymns and three readings, one of which told of the 

traumatic experiences of living in occupied Holland.  
 

Susan Smethurst gave a detailed and at times very emotional account from her father's diaries that 
touched on the extreme hardships endured and the courage of those involved with the                                      
Dutch resistance movement.                

    
The congregation from the local community and surrounding villages were served a buffet lunch and 

stayed to view the many floral displays by local organisations and businesses. Of particular interest 
was the extensive display of war memorabilia from Nev and Glenda Clark's collection.  

 
Nev signalled the start of the service on his war siren and similarly gave the all clear as the service 
concluded. St Nicholas Church is privileged to have given the local community the opportunity to 

commemorate this historic event and thanks everyone involved, and all those who attended,                            
for their invaluable support for our Parish Church. 



 

 

In the spotlight!               

 
The Reverend Deacon Diane Berry  

 
Many of you will know that Diane was ordained as Deacon for the Benefice of South Holderness 
Coast earlier in January of this year and after the wonderful “high” of her ordination in York                    
Minster, Diane had prepared herself for a bumpy landing as she returned to day to day life.                         

However, Diane was blessed to make a graceful descent from that uplifting  experience and continue 
with her extremely busy and expanding ministry. In and around the Benefice, Diane is involved in 

leading services and preaching at them; from Café Church, to Family services, and Evening Prayer.  
 

With her dog collar in place, Diane explains that she feels different, “as God created me to be” and 
she has a different sense of fulfilment now as an ordained Deacon.  One of the immediate benefits  
Diane has noticed, is that people now come to her, and for someone who describes themselves as 

“shy” this is a boon. They want to talk to her, to confide, to ask questions and this can frequently turn 
a quick trip to the local shop into an hour long outing as she meets people.                            

         
Diane knows that she faces challenges ahead and fully admits that she was worried about the funeral 

ministry—not least because she is a “weeper”.  Nevertheless Diane has found the people she has 
come into contact with during this part of her role quite extraordinary in their kindness and support.  
A widow, prior to the internment of her husband’s ashes, approached Diane and said “I understand 

this is your first one. Please don’t be anxious, it’s my first too!”.          
 

Undoubtedly the favourite part of Diane’s ministry is working with children and young  people. She 
provides daily pastoral and spiritual support to both staff and children in the Church of England 

School she works in and has been developing termly children’s events at St Matthew’s Withernsea 
alongside other members of the congregation. A Summer event is in the final planning stages and                
Diane is enthusiastic about the prospect of introducing Beach Mission in Withernsea in the future.   

 
In answer to my question about a favourite prayer, Diane cited the prayer of St Francis.                                     

A prayer that she believes encourages us all to be proactive in our faith.  
 

 
Lord, make me an instrument of your peace. 

Where there is hatred, let me bring love. 
Where there is offense, let me bring pardon. 
Where there is discord, let me bring union. 

Where there is error, let me bring truth. 
Where there is doubt, let me bring faith. 

Where there is despair, let me bring hope. 
Where there is darkness, let me bring your light. 

Where there is sadness, let me bring joy. 
O Master, let me not seek as much 

to be consoled as to console, 
to be understood as to understand, 

to be loved as to love, 
for it is in giving that one receives, 
it is in self-forgetting that one �nds, 

it is in pardoning that one is pardoned, 
it is in dying that one is raised to eternal life.  

 
 

Diane interviewed by Deborah Nisbet—Deanery Leadership Team  



Summertime Calendar of events around The Deanery  

June 2019  

Date Event  Place Time  

23rd June  Summer Choral Evensong with 
members of  the South                          
Holderness Deanery Choir  

Winestead Church  6.30pm  

28th June-  
4th July  

Art exhibition by Larry Malkin  St Patrick’s Patrington  9- 5pm  

29th June Strawberry teas with fun dog 
show  

St Michael’s Garton 12- 4pm  

29th June Cream Teas & more in aid of         
St Nicholas’ Hollym and                 
Holmpton  

Crossroads Nursery,                 
Hollym 

2- 4pm  

29th June  Tea and Cake and more  Humbleton Church  1pm     
onwards  

29th June  Cream Teas  
and more in aid of  St Patrick’s  

Patrington Village Hall  2– 4pm  

29th June  Music and Supper in aid of  the 
Roos Church Appeal  

Roos Church  
Tickets £10 

6.30pm  

July 2019  

Date Event  Place Time  

4th July  Stop and be still! Ottringham Village Hall  7 for 
7.30pm  

6-7th July  Thorngumbald Festival  Thorngumbald Village 11am- 
4pm  

6th July  Legends Tribute band—                        
Roy Orbison, Brenda Lee and 
other sounds of  the 60s  

Humbleton Church  7.30pm  

July 7th  Garton—Hilston                                       
Village Cricket match  

In the grounds of                       
Grimston Garth, Garton  

2 for 
2.30pm  

July 7th  Strawberry teas Halsham Church  2-4pm  

July 13th 
and 14th  

Art Exhibition—in aid of  St 
Swithin’s restoration appeal  

July 14th  Deanery Confirmation  St Wilfred’s Ottringham  10.30am  

Sproatley   
Saturday  10- 4pm  Sunday 12.30- 4pm   



July 20th  Strawberry Teas St Nicholas’ Church 
Keyingham  

2pm  

July 20th  Village Fete—in aid of                       
St Swithin’s restoration appeal  

Sproatley  From 2pm  

July 21st  Sea Sunday service with the 
South Holderness Deanery 
Choir  

Burton Pidsea 6pm  

26th July  Church Quiz Night  Elsternwick Methodist 
Chapel  

7.30pm  

26th July  Summer Soiree - wine nibbles 
and music  

St Patrick’s Patrington  7pm  tick-
ets £6 

27th July  Burstwick Summer Gala Burstwick Village Hall & 
Field  

2pm                
onwards  

28th July  Summer Choral Evensong with 
the South Holderness Deanery  

St Michael’s Garton  6pm  

August 2019  

Date Event Where Time  

2nd August  Hedon Mixed Voice Choir  St Augustine’s Hedon  7pm  

3rd August  Thorngumbald Summer Fair  Thorngumbald Vicarage 
Garden  

2- 4pm  

5th August Stop and be Still  Patrington Village Hall  12.30pm 
for 1.30pm 

9th August Preston Quiz Night  The Nag’s Head  8pm  

10th August Boot Fair in aid of  St Nicholas’ 
Hollym and Holmpton  

Follow signs on the 
Withernsea road Hollym  

am 

20th August  Patrington Parish Lunch  Patrington Village Hall  
£7 a ticket 

12 for 
12.30pm  

24th—26th August  Open Churches’ Weekend—Deanery Wide   

24th August Table top sale  St Matthew’s Withernsea  9-12.30pm 

25th August  Art Sale in aid of  church funds  St Wilfred’s Church,             
Ottringham  

Tbc  

24 or 25th   
August tbc 

Summer Fair with strawberry 
teas, fun dog show  and more  

All Saints’ Church                            
Tunstall 

2 - 4pm  

24th August  1940s Vintage Summer Ball  Keyingham Village                     
Institute  

7.30pm  


